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Why RDM in proposals matters?

• RDM ->integral component of scientific practice 

• substantial information about the handling of research -> required by research funders 

• separate application chapter/paragraph required

• or/and submission of a data management plan (DMP)

• the formal and content-related specifications vary not only between different funding bodies, but also 

between individual disciplines and specific funding programs
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RDM paragraph vs. DMP
1.Scope and Level of Detail

 - compact - detailed

2. Timing of Creation
 - directly at application submission - initially max.1 page at application 

submission, then detailed DMP within 6 m.
 - static document - living document

3. Function and Objectives
  review tool project management tool
 - should make visible the required resources and competencies - supports early identification and resolution
 - represents an FDM concept of potential problems, minim. risk of data loss

4. Flexibility
 - fixed in the application - must be adapted when planning changes
 - no planned updates during the term - iterative document that grows with the project

Focus on proof of feasibility – 
show that you have understood the 

requirements and have implementable 
plans.

Think strategically and long-term – the 
DMP should serve as a working instrument 

for the entire project, not just as formal 
compliance. -> documentation 



Focus: How to write an RDM paragraph?
A pracitacal guide 
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1 • Time planing and priorization

2
• Content focus

3
• Specificity and substance

4
• Clarity and conciseness

5 • Realistic goal setting

6 • Completeness
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Time Planning and Prioritization:
Time Planning and Prioritization

Start early!
time: early planning phase of the project 1

• Time planing and references

2

3

4

5

6

follow (all applicable) references for handling 
research data (guidelines and policies):

 general or international guidelines on RDM

 Third-party funding providers 

 own institution
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Time Planning and Prioritization:
Time Planning and Prioritization

Guidelines and requirements:

 general or international guidelines on RDM

  Good Scientific Practice

The FAIR Principles
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Time Planning and Prioritization:
Time Planning and Prioritization

Guidelines and requirements:

 Third-party funding providers e.g. DFG

Checklist for the appropriate handling of research data in connection with DFG projects

Subject-specific recommendations
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Time Planning and Prioritization:
Time Planning and Prioritization

Guidelines and requirements:

 own institution (UFR)

Policy on Handling Research Data at the University of Freiburg

Open Science Policy at the University of Freiburg
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Time Planning and Prioritization:
Time Planning and Prioritization

Address exclusively the handling of data

 1. Data description

 2. Documentation and data quality

 3. Storage and technical archiving the project

 4. Legal obligations and conditions

 5. Data exchange and long-term data accessibility

 6. Responsibilities and resources

1
• Time planing and references

2
• Content focus

3

4

5

6
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Time Planning and Prioritization:
Time Planning and Prioritization

1 • Time planing and references

2
• Content focus

3
• Specificity and substance

4

5

6

 avoid vague formulations

 provide specific and concrete information (if possible) 

 describe local and open access solutions

 no perfect solutions necessary

 but comprehensible considerations regarding concrete solutions 
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Time Planning and Prioritization:
Time Planning and Prioritization

1 • Time planing and references

2
• Content focus

3
• Specificity and substance

4
• Clarity and conciseness

5

6

 formulate short sentences

 or bullet points 

 clear statements

 adhere to the specified page limit
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Time Planning and Prioritization:
Time Planning and Prioritization

 only promise what is actually feasible

 check the information on named service, 

infrastructures etc. in advance

 cost plan/budget (data steward)

1 • Time planing and references

2
• Content focus

3
• Specificity and substance

4
• Clarity and conciseness

5
• Realistic goal setting

6
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Time Planning and Prioritization:
Time Planning and Prioritization

 complience with guidelines

 ensure that all required points are covered

 contact CDF for support 

1
• Time planing and references

2
• Content focus

3
• Specificity and substance

4
• Clarity and conciseness

5
• Realistic goal setting

6
• Completeness
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Information & Support 

by CDF

CDF Knowledge Base
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Time Planning and Prioritization:
Time Planning and Prioritization

Generic example: 

The project generates/re-uses data [specify data types: e.g., experimental measurement data, 
survey/interview data, observational data, simulation outputs; specify data formats: e.g., CSV, JSON, 
TIFF, MP4, PDF/A] by means of [specify method/instruments] with an estimated total volume of [e.g., ≈ 
5 TB]. To ensure findability and interoperability, all datasets will receive standards-compliant metadata 
according to [e.g., Dublin Core Schema or other specific metadata schemas/standards], be linked with 
unique identifiers such as ORCID and DOI, and be stored on institutional or general storage 
solutions [e.g., Groupshare, bwSFS but also Zenodo, etc.] for processing/analysis/curation. Publication 
of the data packages/project results will be made to the discipline-specific repository [specify 
relevant repositories] and/or the generic repository FreiData of the UFR [https://freidata.uni-
freiburg.de/]. The data will be used under an open license [e.g., CC-BY-4.0 license]; [optional: sensitive 
personal data will be pseudonymized or anonymized to comply with legal requirements [e.g., GDPR, state 
data protection laws in DE] and released after [specify time period, e.g., a maximum embargo of 12 
months].] Data integration and quality will be ensured by the project PI/coordinator [and e.g., a project-
specific data steward/manager]. For additional consultation, the Central Data Facility, as the central 
service and consulting unit for RDM at the UFR, is available. 



More Information:

https://uni-freiburg.de/cdf-en 

Contact: cdf-support@mail.uni-freiburg.de
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Milanka Matić-Chalkitis
Telefon +49 761 203 96848

Jan Leendertse
Telefon +49 761 203 4646

Central Data Facility
Habsburgerstr. 49

79104 Freiburg i. Br.

Thank you!

mailto:cdf-support@mail.uni-freiburg.de
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